[The concept of cryptic cutaneous atopy in contact reactions. Considerations on the clinical control over the subgroup of patients with frustrated cutaneous atopy].
Contact dermatitis, allergic or irritative, is not distributed by chance among the general population, but appears in a determined group of patients. The clinical and anamnestic picture of this group of patients (and that of their close blood relatives) is described. Clinical facts lead us to consider that group of patients as a subgroup of cutaneous atopy. The medical-legal importance which the acceptance of this type of patient could have on occupational contact dermatitis is pointed out. In contact dermatitis the factors of the person suffering the contact rather than those of the contact agents seem to be of decisive power in the response, although at the present moment, the possibility of carrying out analytical studies on the allergens and irritants is easier than on the patients who react to them.